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INTRODUCTION

The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) is engaged in a multi-year
program of research and monitoring pertaining to the environmental effects of  ~ ~
stormwater quality from transportation facilities. Part of Caltrans storm water quality
research and monitoring program involves the characterization of highway runoff |
(Kayhanian et al., 2001). These monitoring studies were principally undertaken (i) to
comply with the statewide National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES)
storm water permit requirements, (ii) to address legal requirements, (iii) to aid in
developing new treatment systems, (iv) to develop runoff load models, and (v) to fill data
gaps in stormwater runoff characterization for statistical analysis. The information

presented in this paper is based on a 4-year highway stormwater runoff characterization

study that was undertaken during the 1997-01 rainy seasons from October through April.

Caltrans monitoring data are analyzed on a regular basis to assess runoff
characteristics. One question that is frequently asked is whether a correlation exists
between annual average daily traffic (AADT) and the concentrations of highway runoff

pollutants. The current paper addresses this issue.



